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SURVIVAL GUIDE
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1. WELCOME HOME
We are nearing our journey into a Zoophemism. This guide contains VERY IMPORTANT
information you must know to have a great experience, be safe and enjoy Burning Seed 2019
@ The Orphanage. If this is your first Burn, then we extend to you a warm deep Welcome
Home!
We expect people to be radically self-reliant and remember, this is not a Hotel! We are not
your mum, unless of course your mum is coming too, in which case your mum can look after
you and we will look after your mum. The camp day-to-day will work most effectively if we all
participate to make it a clean, friendly, fun and safe space.
Sharing resources helps us collectively reduce waste and cost. For example, our shared camp
water supply will save over 100 plastic water containers from going into landfill or recycling!
Our solar energy and battery farm provides clean, safe and quiet electricity.
Been to a Burn before but perhaps not Burning Seed? Conditions at Burning Seed are

different from other regionals, e.g. Black Rock City, so please read on to check on what is
different, what we provide in the camp and what you should bring yourself. While Burning
Seed 2019 will be around ~5,000 people (much smaller than 80,000 in Nevada), this is Australia.
And Australians have a unique way of burning… Surprise!
Been to Burning Seed before? READ ON to check on what is different this year and what we

provide in the camp and what you should bring yourself.
First Burn ever?! Nothing can ever prepare you for a Burn. We hope this guide goes some way

to help you prepare the practical stuff. Good luck

2. Who are we all?
The Orphanage is a diverse camp of an amazing bunch of humans. We have ages ranging from
8 to 50+. We have multiple cultures, ethnicity, languages, sexual identities and preferences.
We have doers of all types, and occupations ranging from risk managers, scientists, film
makers, carers, healers and more! There will be about 40 of us camping together this year.
At The Orphanage we pride ourselves for being a friendly, safe camp, where anyone is welcome
to hang out in the public areas at any times. We are inclusive, say hello and welcome anyone
who wanders by, especially those looking a little lost, and invite them to come and hang out.
We call it “The Art of Lovemosis” – where we fill people up with love, and then they can pass it
on themselves. We avoid cliques and try to have a conversation with everyone. By being part of
The Orphanage, we encourage you all to take on this attitude of being open and friendly to the
new people you will meet. A Burn event is a place where for at least once, you have the
opportunity to embrace the stranger.
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3. What should I bring
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A well-thumbed copy of the Burning Seed Survival Guide
http://burningseed.com/what-to-bring/
All your own food and alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks (aside from milk). If you
don’t imbibe cow’s milk, let us know and we can stock up on other alternatives or BYO.
See also the important note below ‘About Food’.
Cup, Plate, Bowl, cutlery. Carry your cup with you at all times. Gifted drinks are aplenty
and can find you anytime day or night.
A water bottle, and keep it full!
Camping chair for the dining area.
A tent, or two (depending on your tent size, we find it works well to have a tent for
sleeping and a small tent for clothes and changing).
Sunscreens and shade. The sun is hot and dangerous. The UV intensity of inland
Australia is very damaging and the low 20Cs it can feel very hot and you can burn
quickly. Use sunscreen! Consider a parasol, but make sure it offers UV protection. Bring
extra shade for your tent if you intend to sleep during the day.
Warm clothes and bedding – it is difficult to say what the weather will be each year
until we get closer to the event. It can get down to zero degrees Celsius overnight.
Check the weather closer to the event to check the likelihood of night time
temperatures below 5C.
Personal lighting and torches. When it gets dark it gets dark fast. When you see the
sunlight start to dip you have 15-30 mins to get your lights before the darkness takes
hold. Consider lighting up your tent so it’s easier to find in the forest.
Earplugs and sleeping devices. We are in a quieter area this year, but it will still be loud
at times.
Bug spray – there is the risk of mosquitos and particularly flies.
Hand sanitiser, a spare roll or two of loo paper (just in case), environment friendly body
wash/soap.
Electrolytes (e.g. Gatorade).
Sunscreen – yes again, the Australian sun is brutal compared with the northern
hemisphere.
First aid kit. We should only use the medical services if it’s a serious injury.
Radio! Bring a FM radio playing device thing if you like. Burning Seed has its own radio
station, Red Earth Radio 92.3. Tune in as you arrive at the event!
Gifts! We are a gifting culture, so bring things to share. We will also have a food gifting
station set up for people who want to give away food.
Grit and determination. Burns are not festivals, they are more like endurance tests.
You are likely to want to go home at some point. Hold on! Talk to someone! Get a hug!
We all help each other through the hard times.

Need camping gear?

This is to make it easier for our overseas burners. We have a limited number of spare tents,
coolers, bed rolls. Please let us know if you are in need before 20th September.
Leave no Trace and what NOT to bring...

If we see items on the Burning Seed Survival Guide “Do Not Bring”, you might be banished to
the nearest black hole. What you bring in, you must take out. And dispose of responsibly.
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In addition to the Survival Guide, we highly recommend you review the Leave No Trace tips on
how to reduce waste and respect the environment: http://burningseed.com/leave-no-trace/
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What The Orphanage camp shares
Large 6m x 6m shaded communal
area
3m x 6m kitchen/dining space
3m x 3m share-a-space
Gas cooking
Basic bush showers

Pots, pans and other kitchen
equipment

Kitchen wash up area
Bins and recycling
Hand wash station

Camp and path lighting
Speaker to plug in your tunes
Recharging station (unsecured)
Coffee and Milk
Cooler space

!

This is an open area for all participants at Burning Seed.
This will be Orphanauts only and your guests.
We offer this space as a gift to other random participants
at Burning Seed to offer their gifts, e.g. food gifting.
We will have around five gas burner stations.
We should be able to provide enough water for two
bucket showers per person. If you want to shower more
frequently, bring more water. The rechargeable shower
heads operate by sucking water from a bucket into a
gentle spray. If you want a warm/hot shower, then we
recommend boiling a pot of water and pouring it into the
bucket for your shower.
We have a fully equipped kitchen, but feel free to bring
your own pots/pans and little cooking set-up for your own
camp site if you want to be a bit more self-sufficient.
Sometimes communal spaces can get rather shambolic at
peak times!
Please use it! If you make something dirty it is your
responsibility to clean it.
You will be expected to take a bag of rubbish or recycling
home from the communal waste.
Hand sanitiser is not sufficient. Please regularly wash your
hands with soap and water to prevent spread of infection
(and to smell nice!)
So you can find your way around.
Become the DJ!
BYO cord.
If you require something different to regular milk, please
let us know by 20th September.
We have some, but limited cooler space. If you are not
able to bring your own cooler/esky, please let us know so
that we can assess requirements.

The Burner Rules of HALF
When you decide to enter into the Burner world some interesting rules come into play.
Jayman and I like to call them the Rules of HALF.

Food
Food has a rule of HALF… It’s very typical to only eat half the food you think you will.
Burner Magic is distracting and you will eat less than you think. Gifted food happens too.
Obviously, we want to avoid food waste, because rotting food is the worst thing to deal
with after days of camping!
Try not to over cater for yourself or us. We love gifting, but not waste.
Think about the full process of packet opening, cooking and storing. Aim for no leftovers.

Time
Time also has a rule of HALF, but this time it goes the other way. Things ALWAYS take much
longer than you think they will… at least half as much again. The Burner portal tests you a lot
and things always go wrong. Try not to give yourself tight deadlines because it causes stress
and that’s no fun for anyone.
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A Great Camp Is a Functional Camp!
We don’t run a schedule of chores, and trust that everyone will help throughout the event to
keep the camp in good safe running order. In addition to cleaning up after yourself, we
encourage Orphacorns to spend around 30 minutes a day to help “Reset” – putting everything
back into working order again. Then everyone will have more time to play!
Here is a list of the sort of things we need help resetting:
1. Camp Reset – Check all public areas, remove MOOP, tidy the space, make it look
inviting again after the night owls have departed;
2. Battery Reset: Connect batteries for solar recharging (takes about 10 minutes);
3. Solar Reset – help us move some of our solar powered night lights into the beautiful
morning sun, or put these back into position in the early evening to keep our paths safe
and lit at night;
4. Kitchen Reset and basic tidy up (morning and evening), includes hand washing station;
5. Sacred Seed Reset: Turning on and off battery packs. Morning and Evening
6. MOOP sweep around the camping areas;
What is MOOP? M.O.O.P. stands for “matter out of place”. We aim to
ensure that not even the smallest item that doesn’t belong on the bush
ground to be picked up and put in the trash. Even orange peel.
7. Safety checks – if you see something unsafe, fix it, or if unsure, let us know.

Camp Participation and Activities
As a camp we put on an eclectic bunch of activities (like A.R.S.E., Merry Burnmas, Burgin Tours).
These events are more successful when we have a good level of camp participation, so aim to
help out at a couple. Helping us run them is a great way to gift back to the community and
meet new people.
●
●
●
●

If you love storytelling, then bring a fun book with you and join in for Bedtime Stories
on The Orphanage Bed.
If you have a passion for Tequila, then bring a bottle of tequila and join us for ‘Shooting
Stars’ Dessert Tequila (with orange and cinnamon sugar).
If you want help facilitate a deeper journey, join us Sacred Seed
Start a new career as a Burgin Tour guide! No experience or knowledge necessary, we
make it up as we go along.

You get the picture… See the poster at the end of the doc for full details of all events.
Also, we will be heading to Red Earth Brewery at some stage during the event to crack open our
very own sponsored brews!
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!

Using the Camp Kitchen
So how does cooking, sharing and eating work in the Camp?
Communal eating in our dining space is always one of our highlights.
We like to encourage a balance of radical self-reliance and immediacy.
For example, if you are hungry, feel free to cook yourself something up and don’t feel
obligated to share if you don’t have enough, and don’t cook more than you need.
If other people are also cooking, feel free to spontaneously collaborate, cook and share.
Whether sharing food or cooking alone, eating together is so good for the soul.
●
●

Key points:
We are sharing this space with 35 souls, so clean up the kitchen and your dishes
as soon as possible;
If there is a queue to use the space, please clean up before you eat so that other
people can cook and eat too!

Your well-being is important to us!
A Burn is different to a festival and it can be very stressful and overwhelming, stimulating and
tempting. Looking after your emotional, mental and physical health is your most important job
at Burning Seed. Please don’t make someone else sacrifice their Burn experience to look after
you, simply because you’ve failed to take care of yourself.
Let us be very clear and honest about this - if you do not feel in good emotional and physical
shape, please think about if Burning Seed is the right place to be at. It’s ok to change your mind
if you are not ready to take it on.
We also know that once onsite, it can sometimes be so overwhelming it take even the longtimers by surprise. We recommend talking and debriefing your experience regularly with other
people if you need to. We aim to look after each other as a camp first. There are also specialist
services at the event such as Medical and Sanctuary if they are needed.
This emotional survival guide was written for participants at Burning Man and has equally good
tips applicable for Burning Seed: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/chip-conley/burning-mansurvival-guide_b_3769346.html
Let’s survive these waves together.

#11 Radical Respect
Heard of the Ten Principles of Burning Man? We hope so, because you will get to live and
breathe these at Burning Seed. Nothing much will make sense unless you know and are aware
of the Ten Principles. We also have our own Camp #11th Principle – Radical Respect:
Radical Respect is the acknowledgement that we must not interfere with
another participant’s right to make their own choices about their own body. We
believe that physical interactions, particularly touch and intimate play can occur
only through the medium of vocal clear consent and deep mutual respect.
We are all different and it’s likely you’ll come across people wildly different from you. Let’s
respect these differences, embrace them and work together to navigate our paradigms.
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●
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●

Our camp has people who smoke tobacco. Smokers – be respectful of those around
you and how you exhale. No smoking under any circumstances in the kitchen area (gas
explodes apparently) and do not smoke in the dining area if people are eating unless
they consent. Non-smokers – respect smokers. They already know it is a highly
dangerous life choice. Negotiate clean air (rather than demand it).
Our camp has people who may consume liquor. Liquor is one of the most dangerous
legal substances. Drink your legal and highly dangerous liquor responsibly. It is an
offence to gift alcohol to people under 18 years of age. Don’t do it. If in doubt, ask for
ID. It is your responsibility not ours to check and verify ID.
Our camp has people who eat the flesh of other living creatures. As long as it is not
human, we are ok. Meat eaters – please do not rub bacon in the face of vegans.
Vegans, please do not remind us too regularly how destructive eating meat is to our
bodies and the planet.
Our camp may have people with experience encountering ancient futures. Please
respect these experiences and do not ask for free trips.
Our camp may at times be challenging. Breathe deep and hold for ten seconds. If that
does not help, just continue to hold for ten seconds without breathing for ten minutes.
Should be all good after that.

Radical Respect = Consent
There is much discussion in the community about CONSENT. Some believe Consent should be
the 11th Principle. Some believe that consent is already included implicitly in the Ten Principles.
We believe in Radical Respect, which includes Consent. Not familiar with Consent? Read more
here: https://journal.burningman.org/2015/08/philosophical-center/tenprinciples/consentand-sexual-harassment-at-burning-man-what-you-can-do-to-help/
Consent is the law. Consent is mandatory. Consent should be explicit and never assumed.
Consent applies in all situations and particularly when someone agrees, gives permission, or
says "yes" to sexual activity with other persons. All people in a sexual situation must feel that
they are able to say "yes" or "no" or stop the sexual activity at any point. Each of us is
responsible for making sure we have consent in every sexual situation. If you are unsure, it is
important to clarify what your partner feels about the sexual situation before initiating or
continuing the sexual activity.

It also applies to general behaviour of camp members, guest and visitors to our camp.
Dangerous, abusive, violent, unlawful and non-consensual behaviour will not be tolerated at
Burning Seed or at The Orphanage. We will refer infringements to the Rangers which may
result in a participant being evicted from the Camp and may also result in non-reversible
eviction from the event site. Ooooops, sorry!

The Beginning
Welcome to the crazy world of Burning. Explore, Play, Burn, Bloom. We do all of this because
we get something deep out of it. It can be profound if you let it.
Welcome to The Orphanage, a place for you to call home while you live in our fair city. This is
the beginning of our journey together through life. Many of us have made life-long friendships
through The Orphanage. We look forward to meeting you!
Lots of Love, Arohanui
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